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T O N I G H T ’ S  E M C E E

Shennekia Grimshaw
Shennekia Grimshaw is a traffi  c anchor/reporter 
for DC News Now and a proud member of the 
National Association of Black Journalists. She 
was born and raised in Takoma Park, Maryland, 
just outside of Washington, D.C. Growing up, 
she always had a love for theatre and arts. She 
began her career as an entertainment host for 
local blogs in Washington D.C. and covered a 
large part of the DMV including Frederick, 
Montgomery, and Prince George’s Counties. 
Her very fi rst on-air job started at WDVM-TV in 
Hagerstown, Maryland.

Shennekia studied at Montgomery College before transferring to the 
University of Maryland, where she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
English. She also worked for the Washington Commanders for more than 
seven years.
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F E AT U R E D  P R E S E N T E R

The Honorable Senator 
Angela Alsobrooks

Angela Alsobrooks is a lifelong Marylander who 
was elected to the United States Senate in 2024. 
Her north star has always been the lesson her 
great grandmother taught her — that we all have a 
responsibility to get off  the sidelines, to go farther 
and do better.

She has dedicated most of her life in public service, 
championing working families and fi ghting for safer 
communities. She believes that children shouldn’t 
have to live on the margins but instead, be able to 
pursue their wildest dreams. That means centering 

policies that elevate working families and provide every Marylander with 
economic pathways to wealth.
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A L U M N U S  P R E S E N T E R

Delonte Gassaway
“Without the leadership I received while attending 
Foundation, I do not think it would have been possible 
to reach the heights that I have today. I am forever 
grateful for the compassion, understanding an 
enthusiasm that was shown me to me.”

Warrant Offi  cer Delonte Gassaway was born in 
Southeast Washington, D.C. in 1992. He attended The 
Foundation Schools from 2002-2005, and got back on 
track to graduate from the eighth grade and transition 
to his home public high school.

He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on August 16, 2010 and earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminia Justice from Ashford University and a Master’s 
Degree in Homeland Security with a focus in counterterrorism from American 
Military University. Today, he serves in his current rank as the Special Agent 
in Charge, USMC CID aboard MCAS Miramar. His current duties include 
managing a team of Criminal Investigators and support staff , investigating 
felony crimes that aff ect the Department of Defense.
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Criminal Defense
Estate and Business
Planning
Financial
Restructuring
Franchising
Intellectual Property

Labor & Employment
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Personal Injury
Defense
Probate
Tax Planning
Title Insurance
Defense
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2 0 2 5  A P P E A L

Help us 
EMBRACE UNIQUENESS  and 

UNLOCK POTENTIAL 
by supporting our 

new autism program, 

The Foundation Learning 
Center High School 

Building on our 50 years of special education service, 
The Foundation Learning Center High School will be an 

important resource in Prince George’s County that will keep 
more students with autism local and provide them with 

essential career and life skills development opportunities.

With your support we can do more! 
Text FOUNDATION to 833-901-3334. 

 Click the link and complete your donation.
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Jim Cornelsen
James Cornelsen exemplifies 
unwavering dedication 
and commitment to The 
Foundation Schools. As 
a valued member of our 
Board of Directors, he plays 
a pivotal role in guiding the 
organization’s development 
and ensuring the success 

of each academic year through his philanthropic 
initiatives and financial expertise.

Since joining The Foundation Schools in 2012, 
Mr. Cornelsen has been a steadfast advocate, 
contributing nearly $200,000 through his personal 
donations and those of his company, Old Line 
Bank, and now WesBanco Bank. His generous 
support has provided The Foundation Schools with 
the necessary resources to adapt to the diverse 
needs of our students. Notably, his contributions 
have significantly aided our programs for students 
with emotional disabilities and have been 
instrumental in expanding our services for students 
with autism.

Mr. Cornelsen serves as the Chairman of the 
WesBanco Bank Mid-Atlantic Region. He is deeply 
committed to investing in and empowering youth 
and adults with disabilities within the greater 
Washington, DC, metropolitan area, demonstrating 
his dedication to creating positive change in the 
community.

We are proud to honor Mr. James Cornelsen 
with the Golden Legacy Award, recognizing his 
exceptional contributions and lasting impact on 
The Foundation Schools and the students we 
serve.

Golden Legacy Awards 

The Foundation 
Schools is honored to 
introduce our Golden 
Legacy Awards, 
honoring those 
whose donations, 
investments, and 
support of our 
vision and mission 
have contributed 
significantly to our 
50-year legacy.
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Carla McGill
Carla McGill, former Chair 
of The Foundation Schools 
Board of Directors, has been 
an instrumental force in 
enhancing our fundraising 
eff orts over the years. Since 
joining the organization 
in 2008, Ms. McGill has 
dedicated herself to advancing 

The Foundation Schools’ mission and vision with 
remarkable passion and commitment.

As one of our most ardent advocates, Carla has 
tirelessly worked to ensure that our schools and 
students receive the essential resources needed 
for success. Under her leadership and through 
the generous support of her former company, 
Hargrove Inc., she has facilitated over $100,000 
in direct and in-kind contributions. This signifi cant 
fi nancial support has enabled The Foundation 
Schools to expand our programs and better serve 
our diverse student population.

Beyond her fi nancial contributions, the true 
value of Carla’s impact is immeasurable. Her 
time, dedication, and unwavering commitment 
while serving on the Board of Directors have 
signifi cantly infl uenced our community and 
empowered countless students. Her leadership 
has strengthened our organization and inspired 
others to join our mission.

We are honored to recognize Carla McGill with the 
Golden Legacy Award, celebrating her exceptional 
contributions and lasting infl uence on The 
Foundation Schools and the students we serve.
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2025 Benefit Supporters
AS OF APRIL 7, 2025

5 Wits Arlington
All Fired Up
Annie’s Paramount 
Ste    akhouse
Arena Stage
B&O Railroad Museum
Bach to Rock
Ballet Theatre of Maryland
Baltimore Center Stage
Baltimore Coffee 
& Tea Co.
Baltimore Orioles
Bark Social
Cathy Bernard
Bethesda Big Train
BookButler Publishing 
Company
Bowie Baysox 
Baseball Club
Carolyn Bryant
Tiana Buford
Burtons Grill & Bar
Call Your Mother
Chain Bridge Cellars
CL Hatcher LLC
Container Store
CookinGenie

Cooper’s Hawk Winery 
& Restaurants
D.A.S Food 
Consulting Group
Veronica Dexter
Roderick Dexter   Jr.
Elk Run Vineyards
Five Iron Golf
Goodman-Gable-Gould/
Adjusters International
Green Meadows 
Petting Farm
Imagination Stage
Jasper’s Restaurants
Jetties
Libby & My
Lola Rosa Head Spa
Longwood Gardens
Maryland Renaissance 
Festival
Maryland Youth Ballet
Mezeh
Millie’s Spring Valley
Mister Car Wash
Montgomery County 
Agricultural Fair
National Children’s 
Museum

Olney Theatre Center
Panera Bread
Panera Bread (Lemek, Llc)
Paradise Springs Winery
People’s Book
Sara Phang
Jerrel Phillips
Pitango Gelato
Quirk Hotel
Reckless Shepherd 
Brewing Co
Roaming Rooster
Salsa with Silvia Studios
Signature Theatre
Six Flags America
Sun & Moon Yoga Studio
Surfside
The Clarice Smith 
Performing Arts Center
The Pearl Spa
The Ritz-Carlton 
Pentagon City
Titan Hospitality Group
Vegetable + Butcher
Washington Wizards
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School Art
Bring home one-of-a-kind art! Our students and staff  
have worked hard all year designing pieces we’re 
sure you’ll love, using traditional mediums like canvas 
and exciting new equipment like our school’s 3D 
printer. Thank you to our staff  for encouraging our 
students’ self-expression and expanding their 
creative horizons. 

School Art
Bring home one-of-a-kind art! Our students and staff  
have worked hard all year designing pieces we’re 
sure you’ll love, using traditional mediums like canvas 
and exciting new equipment like our school’s 3D 
printer. Thank you to our staff  for encouraging our 
students’ self-expression and expanding their 
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Auction
The Silent Auction will end at 8:00 P.M. tonight, April 24. Proceeds from 
tonight will support the vital academic and therapeutic programs we provide 
to our students. This includes psychiatric care, school meals, in-home 
therapeutic services, basic needs, intensive reading intervention, transition 
and career preparation, drug prevention and education, field trips, and other 
enrichment activities.

The Live Auction will be held during tonight’s program:

One Week Vacation on Captiva Island, Florida
Fly down to Florida with a $500 Delta 
Airlines gift card and turn vacation 
mode ON. This home is fully furnished 
with two bedrooms and three full baths. 
Sitting at the end of a cul-de-sac, you’ll 
be surrounded by peace and quiet in 

a private community. The beach and several excellent restaurants are just a 
walk away. Maximum six guests, no pets. Valid from May 25, 2025, through 
November 22, 2025, depending on availability.

Washington Commanders Premium Suite 
Hail to the Commanders! Treat your group of eight to a premium suite 
experience at FedEx Field, with great views and exclusive amenities. This 
package is all-inclusive of your food and beverages, comes with two parking 
passes, and Commanders hats to show off your pride. The specific game 
will be chosen by the donor when the season is announced in Fall 2025. 
Certificate is valid August 2025-December 2026.

Sailboating in Annapolis
You and three of your favorite people will spend three 
glorious hours sailing on the Chesapeake Bay aboard 
the gorgeous 46-foot sailing yacht, Spirit. Captain and 
crew will provide refreshments and a chance to see 
the Chesapeake and all its glory as intended—up close 
and personal. A brief narrative will be provided while 
under sail by local author of “Maritime Annapolis—A 
History of Watermen, Sail & Midshipmen,” along with 
complimentary copies of the book. Think of the stories 
you will have to share after this luxurious sail! 
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Auction Rules
Item value is estimated by the donor or has been estimated in good 

faith based on the fair market value of similar items and does not 
necessarily represent certifi ed appraisals. Amount paid in excess of the 
fair market value is tax-deductible. 

Please review and honor the expiration date and exclusions on all gift 
certifi cates. Unless otherwise stated, the expiration date is one year 
from the event.

Payment, in full, must be made at the check-out table before leaving 
tonight’s event. Payment be made by credit card (Mastercard, Visa, or 
AMEX) or check (payable to The Foundation Schools). 

All sales are fi nal. The Foundation Schools is unable to off er any 
refunds or exchanges.

By this purchase, the buyer waives any claims of liability against The 
Foundation Schools, the donors, the property, or the service.

Neither The Foundation Schools nor the donors are responsible for 
any personal injuries or damages to property that may result  from the 
use of items sold.
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