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To enhance our goal of building a road to success,  
this school year was a year of strategic planning. 
We continue to build on the important work of helping our students with their social-emotional, 

learning, and communication challenges so they can improve their academics and social skills. 

Our students are capable of learning; they just need different and individualized supports in order 

to succeed, and that is what we provide for them. We are proud to present this annual report that 

highlights the accomplishments from fiscal year 2018-2019. We are thankful for our community 

of donors and partners and appreciate the kindness and generosity that enables our youth to 

access vital resources that will lead to their success and achieving their dreams. 

As we expand our services to students with special needs, this year we increased the pilot 

autism program in the Largo school location to include three classrooms. Our families and staff 

are excited and ready for the new program —The Foundation Learning Center — which will serve 

elementary and middle school students with autism. We hope to have your support to further 

build this exciting new Foundation School program. 

We, along with our Board of Directors, request that you make a pledge to help our students and 

invest in our academic and therapeutic programs. For your convenience, a donation envelope 

is included with this report and you can designate your donation to the area that speaks to you, 

or you can click on the “donate” link at foundationschools.org. We are excited to offer Maryland 

Community Investment Tax Credits for donations of $500 or more given by Maryland residents 

to our new separate program for students with autism, The Foundation Learning Center. These 

donations will qualify for a 50% tax credit in addition to your regular write-offs. If you have any 

questions or need more information, please contact Kelli Kunert, Director of Communications 

and Development at 301-881-0078 x105 or kkunert@foundationschools.org. 

In spite of the challenges our students face, they are fortunate to have supporters like you  

that help our staff build the road to success for our students.

GINA R. JAMES			 

Chief Executive Officer

ANDRÉ GINGLES 

Board Chair

http://foundationschools.org
mailto:kkunert@foundationschools.org


The Foundation Schools  
has been helping 
students build a road to 
success for 44 years. 
Some children need extra help in order to 

reach their full potential. The Foundation 

Schools has given thousands of students 

in grades K-12 throughout the Washington 

metropolitan area a chance to do just 

that. We serve nearly 300 students with 

emotional disabilities and autism each 

year and support them in realizing our 

vision: “All students experience success.” 

Our mission is to provide a highly 

specialized educational and therapeutic 

program for students identified as 

emotionally disabled, as well as those with 

social, emotional and learning challenges, 

and prepare them to be lifelong learners. 

We help our students conquer their 

behavioral, academic, mental health, and 

social challenges. In addition, 80 percent 

of our students live in poverty. Together 

we have provided the support and care 

needed to build a road to success for 

more than 5,000 students in the last 

25 years alone, enabling them to realize 

a future not otherwise imagined.



Our students 
and alumni are 
building a road 
to success!

u The Foundation School in Largo had 

a special visit from our former student 

and valedictorian Tahrique. He spoke 

to classes in the middle school and 

high school. He shared his struggles, 

challenges, and successes while at The 

Foundation School, in foster care, at Bowie 

High School, in college at Cal State, and in 

the workforce. Tahrique had great advice 

for the students: “Strive high and always 

do your best. Don’t let anyone or anything 

pull you down.” Tahrique has been a chef 

on a cruise ship in Oregon for the past 

year and is headed to Colorado to be a 

chef at a ski resort. He is combining his 

love for cooking with his love of traveling 

and living in new places. The Foundation 

Schools is so proud of Tahrique!

t We are so proud of 

our students, Henry and 

Umaru, for winning the 

Maryland Association 

of Nonpublic Special 

Education Facilities’ 

Michael Cardin Scholarship. 

They used the scholarship 

to go to iD Tech summer 

camp where they learned 

coding and design, video 

game development, and 

robotics to encourage a 

future career in STEM. 

Congratulations Henry 

and Umaru!

https://www.facebook.com/mansefmd/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA3Rd1-ib3X_v9_6iFCtx4eM98jT0jRUMcWpDbO3Wk6mfKvN5gUeyGvMoevTypAJtzPIuOb8c7PHGay&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBwCa8dk1mdr8OG4u3DMe39GOHEZ23QYOj65eXf0hg_bc8WiPnDSIN4Cc3pjdJl_hILpgvUb7xYJlexxln5EZ2PQRkaGs1fmFWlCSP7fAkubFGURELjwmUOGw0ygV39fNrOOq9yP6j3v9lG-1p89ufEtDsHgN230UXIvp3zUtEJmWrQxav0HGgiJpZEGc_ZixNqhZxFYWUkcnliMF9sqgCiyzATp_bUCGQ6WqrDNLRyFuUTdruFwYV5Xn3MAPxUt4Ux9SNoWR83DLEXl6VllH5qTrbicLZEO1QGPi5IZ3EjwcOtpPKpyzuiA0YLEuej_wGr9BU0jZu-umS3PSkmaHnLQ
https://www.facebook.com/mansefmd/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA3Rd1-ib3X_v9_6iFCtx4eM98jT0jRUMcWpDbO3Wk6mfKvN5gUeyGvMoevTypAJtzPIuOb8c7PHGay&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBwCa8dk1mdr8OG4u3DMe39GOHEZ23QYOj65eXf0hg_bc8WiPnDSIN4Cc3pjdJl_hILpgvUb7xYJlexxln5EZ2PQRkaGs1fmFWlCSP7fAkubFGURELjwmUOGw0ygV39fNrOOq9yP6j3v9lG-1p89ufEtDsHgN230UXIvp3zUtEJmWrQxav0HGgiJpZEGc_ZixNqhZxFYWUkcnliMF9sqgCiyzATp_bUCGQ6WqrDNLRyFuUTdruFwYV5Xn3MAPxUt4Ux9SNoWR83DLEXl6VllH5qTrbicLZEO1QGPi5IZ3EjwcOtpPKpyzuiA0YLEuej_wGr9BU0jZu-umS3PSkmaHnLQ
https://www.facebook.com/mansefmd/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA3Rd1-ib3X_v9_6iFCtx4eM98jT0jRUMcWpDbO3Wk6mfKvN5gUeyGvMoevTypAJtzPIuOb8c7PHGay&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBwCa8dk1mdr8OG4u3DMe39GOHEZ23QYOj65eXf0hg_bc8WiPnDSIN4Cc3pjdJl_hILpgvUb7xYJlexxln5EZ2PQRkaGs1fmFWlCSP7fAkubFGURELjwmUOGw0ygV39fNrOOq9yP6j3v9lG-1p89ufEtDsHgN230UXIvp3zUtEJmWrQxav0HGgiJpZEGc_ZixNqhZxFYWUkcnliMF9sqgCiyzATp_bUCGQ6WqrDNLRyFuUTdruFwYV5Xn3MAPxUt4Ux9SNoWR83DLEXl6VllH5qTrbicLZEO1QGPi5IZ3EjwcOtpPKpyzuiA0YLEuej_wGr9BU0jZu-umS3PSkmaHnLQ


u Our former student, Delonte, is 

now a Marine stationed in California 

working for NCIS. He visited three 

classrooms, sharing his experiences 

at TFS and his struggles with family 

issues, the law, and choice of friends. 

After being arrested at age 17, Delonte 

had a choice to make. He chose to 

meet with a Marine recruiter and 

his life changed forever. In his role, 

Delonte has provided protection for 

President Obama, Vice President 

Biden, Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton and countless others. The 

students listened with rapt attention 

to his story and his advice about 

making the right choices. Delonte, 

we are so proud of you!

t We are so very proud 

of our student, Melvin, 

whose artwork “You are 

not alone” was selected 

to represent this year’s 

statewide Children’s 

Mental Health Matters 

Campaign. It was unveiled 

at the 15th annual Child, 

Adolescent, and Young 

Adult Services conference 

in front of the Executive 

Director of the Maryland 

Department of Health and 

hundreds of behavioral 

healthcare providers.

u We are awed by 

the accomplishments 

of MJ, our former 

student who 

graduated from 

high school this past 

June with a 4.0 GPA 

and ranked 15th out 

of 257 students. 

She now attends 

the College of 

Southern Maryland. 

Her therapist, Ms. Kenya Murphy, says, “MJ has grown 

tremendously since her days at The Foundation School, 

and I am very proud.” We are grateful to be a part of our 

students’ current and future successes!

https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensMentalHealthMatters/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDdIeGSBEEB_A-ghIIwzAz3Uhb1gQMJjHc3c5LA8q4y4vraazC7D5O9Yq_lOxe2Boxo_nXbVxWbBsV3&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCLkaCu85Pq9oXJMS6_U-087wA6omAinvV2ELIb_SFmB_kaV5_j8hsJs3Yobh74hfhk_zqa-7U9VK6EaJWbwtrZ5t8msRJj6QGj82QT1y6bxf1Js5uYgVD0ly9EWXKHdNE6W762lZ2duAS-qZTNfiH2m7BB1pc3gh807Mfr-9eJsX_lmQcbj7HMj7xDieC42QO3H8roKwN3PVGLC-D9sMBoKBiCst_g7uIskHnwW3e8wqYblauFFVvtP7Dt6h_gYNHGgN7P5oIyN3Pr0pUf9ICaZoWsV5Ab6UFSuI7lgrnLctq7jtHdzy9JbgOXor_elPDHt-h8UnwojLUVSca57SEk10F6hiyPVhY7w9HnzwyQ0mooUeU1PWXzUrSHHNlcMhDkhWJFNFBpjAJ3UIG9-vqbjeGWq_FnzEmmtUiCdaeef9zyKIRx4c2b5Oee87nupTU8R7I5P1fkRVacVPGOAFxuc9Zt3RaPP8mkiVFQeZ5rkRbWka3U7dEc
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensMentalHealthMatters/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDdIeGSBEEB_A-ghIIwzAz3Uhb1gQMJjHc3c5LA8q4y4vraazC7D5O9Yq_lOxe2Boxo_nXbVxWbBsV3&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCLkaCu85Pq9oXJMS6_U-087wA6omAinvV2ELIb_SFmB_kaV5_j8hsJs3Yobh74hfhk_zqa-7U9VK6EaJWbwtrZ5t8msRJj6QGj82QT1y6bxf1Js5uYgVD0ly9EWXKHdNE6W762lZ2duAS-qZTNfiH2m7BB1pc3gh807Mfr-9eJsX_lmQcbj7HMj7xDieC42QO3H8roKwN3PVGLC-D9sMBoKBiCst_g7uIskHnwW3e8wqYblauFFVvtP7Dt6h_gYNHGgN7P5oIyN3Pr0pUf9ICaZoWsV5Ab6UFSuI7lgrnLctq7jtHdzy9JbgOXor_elPDHt-h8UnwojLUVSca57SEk10F6hiyPVhY7w9HnzwyQ0mooUeU1PWXzUrSHHNlcMhDkhWJFNFBpjAJ3UIG9-vqbjeGWq_FnzEmmtUiCdaeef9zyKIRx4c2b5Oee87nupTU8R7I5P1fkRVacVPGOAFxuc9Zt3RaPP8mkiVFQeZ5rkRbWka3U7dEc


Financial Statement
The Foundation Schools is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that is 

audited annually and committed to transparency and providing the 

highest level of service to our students. The organization’s primary 

revenue comes from tuition paid by state and local jurisdictions. These 

funds do not cover the supplemental programs our students often 

require to succeed in school. Community support from our donors and 

partners enables us to further our mission of preparing students to be 

successful and become contributing members of society.

Our continuing challenge has been to meet the intensive educational, 

clinical, and behavioral needs of our students. With 80% of our student 

population living in poverty, the needs are great. Outreach services 

linking students and families to resources is vital to our students’ 

success and supported primarily by grants and donations.

In order to be efficient enough to achieve accreditation from the 

BBB Wise Giving Alliance, a charity must spend 65% or more on 

programs. At The Foundation Schools, nearly 90% of revenue is spent 

providing direct services and programs for our students. 

TOTAL REVENUES
$16,064,528

Tuition & 
Related 

Services 
91.7%

Program 
& Contract 

Revenue 
4.8%

Grants & 
Contributions 

3.5%

TOTAL EXPENSES
$15,872,652

Program 
Services 
88.9%

Management 
& General 
8.9%

Fundraising 
2.2%

2018-2019 Statistics 
ENROLLMENT

	301	 Total Enrollment 

	200	 The Foundation School (Largo) 

	 101	 The Foundation School of Montgomery County

RELATED STUDENT SERVICES

	91.4% 	Receive individual counseling  

	26.6% 	Receive speech therapy 

	16.9% 	Receive occupational therapy  

	29.9% 	Have dedicated aides

GRADUATION RATE

	100%	 The Foundation School (Largo): 4 of 4 

	 83%	 The Foundation School of Montgomery County: 5 of 6 

	 90%	 Overall: 9 of 10

REFERRING 
DISTRICT

Montgomery 
County 
25.6%

District of 
Columbia 

23.6%

Other 
3.0%

Prince George’s County 
47.8%

GENDER

Male 
77.6%

Female 
22.4%RACE

African American 
83.7%

White  6.6%

American Indian 
or Alaskan Native 

3.0%

Multiple  4.7%

Unreported  2.0%

ETHNICITY

Non-Hispanic 
87.7%

Hispanic 
12.3%



38%
Transition Rate  

to LRE or  
by Graduation

10% 
Increase from the  

previous school year  
of students who  
had a successful  

transition 
2018–
2019

2017–
2018

86.2%
Five-Year  

Graduation Rate
In comparison, nationally, 

only 58% of students with 

EBD graduated from high 

school during the 2014–2015 

school year.

72
Individual Transition 

Plans
created by  

Career Connections  

for students’ postsecondary 

employment and 

education/training

52,656 
Meals 

provided by our  Food for Thought program Eating breakfast at school is associated with better attendance 
rates, fewer missed school days, and better test scores.  —American Dietetic Association, 2009

198
Students Served by 
Foundation Links

88.7%  
Goal areas with positive outcomes

u Attendance	 u Community Resources 
u Basic Needs 	 u Student Emergency 
u Family Support 	 u Student Documentation 
u Medication 	   

96%  
Attendance goal positive outcome rate, 

up from 87% in 2018

5
Classrooms Serving  

Students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder

n
2017–2018 One autism classroom 

n n n
2018–2019 Three autism classrooms

n n n n n
2019–2020 Our new separate facility,  

The Foundation Learning Center,  
will open with five classrooms



2019 Benefit Wrap-Up
Our annual benefit took place on Thursday, 

March 28, and raised more than $150,000 

while increasing awareness of the important 

work of The Foundation Schools. For the 

first time, our program’s featured speaker 

was a parent of one of our students. 

Nichole Swinson, mother of the enormously 

talented, funny, and successful Paris Sashay, 

highlighted the importance of the assistance 

her family received. “The services and 

commitment provided to us at that time in 

our lives was exactly what we needed.”

Thank you to our sponsors, board members, 

auction committee, volunteers, community 

business partners, and staff who help us 

build a road to success for our students— 

we couldn’t have done it without you! 



2019 Benefit Sponsors                                                  
HERO 
Old Line Bank

CRAFTSMAN 
Ascellon Corporation

IMPRESSIONIST 
Alignstaffing
Baker Donelson
Baywood Hotels
BB&T Bank / McGriff Insurance Services
BDO
Cafritz Enterprises
Hargrove, Inc.
CICONIX, LLC
College Park Shopping Center
Gingles, LLC
Konterra
McNamee Hosea
SB Technologies, LLC & DB Consulting Group, Inc.

EXPESSIONIST 
Brown & Peisch, PLLC
G.S. Proctor & Associates
The Meltzer Group/NFP
Miller & Long
PepsiCo Foundation

CANVAS 
Andy & Bob Adler
Barbara & Steve Wege
Exelon
First Financial Group
Graham Technologies, LLC
Harold & Bonnie Himmelman
Money One
NAI Michael
NFP
PCI Graphics
RWD Consulting, LLC
Valerie Barton & Sean Schofield



Leadership Circle 
$5,000-$9,999

Alignstaffing
Ascellon Corporation
Baker Donelson
Baywood Hotels Inc.
BB&T Bank/McGriff Financial Services
BDO
Norman Blumenthal
Calvin Cafritz Enterprises
CICONIX, LLC
James & Connie Cornelsen
Gingles, LLC
JBG Rosenfeld Retail
Konterra
McNamee Hosea
PepsiCo, Inc.
Washington Redskins Charitable 

Foundation
William S. Abell Foundation

Honors Circle 
$1,000-$4,999

Andy & Bob Adler
Brown & Peisch, PLLC
Caroline Brown
Audrey Cannamela
Michael & Karen Errico
First Financial Group
G.S. Proctor & Associates
Caleb & Janie Gould
Graham Technologies
Harold & Bonnie Himmelman
Hopwood Financial Services
John & Christina Lynch
Al & Barbara McConagha
Anita Meeks
Miller & Long Co., Inc.
Money One Federal Credit Union
NAI The Michael Companies, Inc.
NFP
Ruth Nolan
PCI Graphics

Pepco, an Exelon Company
Lore Percival
Christopher & Karen Romano
RWD Consulting, LLC
Jonathan Schaff
Valerie Barton & Sean Schofield
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
Cynthia Stewart
Fred & Susan Strickland
The Foundation School of  

Montgomery County
The Meltzer Group/NFP
Wawa Foundation
Steve & Barbara Wege

Patrons Circle 
$500-$999

Associated Building Maintenance Co.
Charles Betsey & Margaret Simms
Elizabeth Buck
Stefanie Cohn
Hillary Colt
Yvette Colvin
Commonwealth Digital Office Solutions
Willie Hamlin
Tara & Paul Jackson
Gina & Ron James
Robert Kim
Kelli & Tim Kunert
Tamiko Lobaugh
Dawn Nichols
Sara Phang
Jean Pirovic
Monica Seaberry & Toren Beasley
Winnifred Strohlein
The Foundation School - Largo

Sponsors Circle 
$250-499

Rodwell Alfred
Altus Partners
Dan Cassidy
Marty & Donna Cloud
Community Crisis Services, Inc.
Mark Deegan

Rick Ecalono & Margot Van Dersal
Celestina Edmonds
Goodman-Gable-Gould/Adjusters 

International
Joseph Green
Grounds Management & Landscaping
Glenn & Pamela Harrell
Lisa Holt
Kensington Service Center
Legacy Partners Distribution, LLC
Kevin Leonard
Eric Lewis
Deep Master
Milvets Systems Technology, Inc.
Carson & Jennifer Murray
Janet Nesse
Jerry & Gail Oppel
James Phang
Marion & Lynne Porter
Rachel Ritvo
Cheryl Roberts-Samsingh
Adam Schaff
Rick & Patti Switts
T. Curtis & Company, P.C.
Tex/Am Construction Co
United Way of the National Capital Area
Linda Werling & Mike Newton
Tikita Williams
Daniel & Louise Zemel

Century Club 
$100-249

Peggy Adams
AmazonSmile
Eileen Anderson
Auction Knights
Tracy Balazs
Randy Barton
Garth Beall
Antonio Borckardt
Leonard & Miky Boyd
Paul & Jacqueline Brooks
Carolyn Bryant
Karen Canas
Pablo Cantero & Aline Magalhaes
Maddie Cloud

Elizabeth Cocker
Katrina Colleton
Gwendolyn Cook
Caroline Cregan
Richard DiPippo
Skylar Edgecombe
Lindsey Erdmann
Ronda & David Esaw
Justin Fasano
Dorothy Fedorka
Angela Fox
Nancy Hashimoto
Desiree Hawkins
James Hennings
Ellen Holtzblatt
JK Moving Services
Michelle Lieberman
John Loftus
Kuni Matsuda
Sharon Moore Jackson
Sean Nguyen
Lornell Parks & Susan Perkins-Parks
Deriece Pate Bennett
Pauline Cooper
Laura Phang
PRM Consulting Group
Katina Robinson-Wright
Beatrice Rodgers
Linda Rutland
Matthew & Dana Sawyer
Michael Schaff
Leon & Patricia Schofield
Josie Scholz
Mark Schweitzer
Nicole Selby
Richee Smith Andrews
Raquel Soto
Zeno St. Cyr
Brandon Strong
George Sullivan
Lawrence & Sandra Taub
Ashley Taylor
Jeff Waite & Elizabeth Phang
Bill Walderman
Cindy Walsh
Kecia Wiggins
Charlotte Wunderlich

Thank you for building a road to success for our students!
2019 Giving Circles

FOUNDATION CHAMPIONS

Ralph & Janice Shrader

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE • $20,000+

Clark-Winchcole Foundation

The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

Old Line Bank

Prince George’s County Executive

1975 CIRCLE • $10,000-$19,999

Shawn & Gerald Boyd

Greater Washington  
Community Foundation

Hargrove, Inc.



All Fired Up
Aisha Amatul-Muid
Anonymous
Arch Envy
Arena Stage
Argyle Country Club
Arthur Murray Dance Center
Ascellon Corporation
Auction Knights
Audubon Naturalist Society
Avenue Apothecary & Spa
Rachel Babiskin
Baltimore Orioles
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant
Janell Bliss
Blondies Hair Salon
Nancy Booth
Booz Allen Hamilton
Kirk Bouffard
Bowl America
Brewer’s Alley
Carolyn Bryant
Butler’s Orchard
Karen Canas
Carpenter’s Shelter
Cesar Chavez PCS
Yvette Colvin
CorePower Yoga
Country Club at Woodmore
DB Consulting Group, Inc.
The Delta Chi Chapter of  

Zeta Psi Fraternity
Earth Treks Climbing Centers
Diana Echeona
Gaylord National Resort & Convention 

Center
Giant Kentlands
Gingles, LLC
Debra Glanell
Nadine Goff
Judy Goldberg-Strassler
Karl & Ellen Graham
Great American Restaurants
Green Standards
Janet Griffin

Willie Hamlin
Hargrove, LLC
Asuree Henderson
Lauren Hill
Hobbit’s Glen Golf Club
Lisa Holt
The Hotel at the University of Maryland
Ingleside Vineyards
The Inn at Herrington Harbour
J Street Productions
Rajon Jackson
Jammin Java
Jewelry for Yoga & Other Delights
Ettaly Jobes
Kennedy Center
Jasmine Johnson
John & Sharon Kneiss
Kelli & Tim Kunert
La Colombe
Legacy Partners Distribution, LLC
Lettuce Entertain You
Liberty Mountain Resort
Michelle Lieberman
Tamiko Lobaugh
Luray Caverns
Amanda Malone
Marriott Marquis Washington DC
Maryland Paint
Maryland Science Center
MasterMind Professional Development, 

LLC
Theresa McAlpine
Carla & Tim McGill
Meadows Farms
Medieval Times
Mike B Photography
Mark Miller
Jill Mischo
Money One Federal Credit Union
Montgomery County Public Libraries
National Philharmonic
Newseum
Oak
Kayla Olsen
Panera Bread
Paper Source
Claudine Pardo

James Phang
Sara Phang
The Puppet Co. Playhouse
Residence Inn Marriott &  

the Marriott Courtyard
Katie Riley
Katie Ryzhikov
Cindy Veronica Sabana
SB Technologies, LLC
Seasons 52
Howard & Jean Seeger
ShadowLand Laser Adventures
Sheetz
Soulfully Speaking Photography
SPE Dive School, LLC
Sportrock Climbing Centers
St. Barnabas Church
St. Michaels Winery
St. Rose of Lima Parish
Studio of Elegance Salon
Susan Judge
Amy Swank
Tarara Winery
Team Takeover
Ticketmaster
Toby’s the Dinner Theatre of Columbia
Total Wine & More
TRANSWESTERN
Traci Wachter-Brown
University of Maryland Samuel Riggs IV 

Alumni Center
Wades Point Inn on the Bay
The Walrus Oyster & Ale House
Washington Redskins Charitable 

Foundation
Washington Wizards
Watermark Cruises
Wegmans Woodmore
Kecia Wiggins
Tori Wilson
Zengo Cycle

2019 In-Kind Donors



Board of Directors
BOARD CHAIR 

André J. Gingles 
Gingles, LLC

VICE CHAIR 

Eric Randolph 
Hopwood Financial Services

TREASURER 

Thomas M. DeGonia, II 
Ethridge, Quinn, Kemp, McAuliffe, Rowan & 
Hartinger

BOARD MEMBERS

Ade Adebisi 
Ascellon Corporation

Andrea R. Adler, LCSW-C 
DC Association for Special Education

Shawn Boyd 
DB Consulting Group, Inc.

Caroline M. Brown 
Brown & Peisch, PLLC

James Cornelsen 
Old Line Bank

Ken Harris 
NAI Michael

Tara H. Jackson 
Prince George’s County Government

Neena Masih 
BDO USA

Marion Porter 
CICONIX

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

JoAnn T. Bell*

Kay Lippman*

Dr. John Meeks*
Founder, The Foundation Schools

*Deceased



2018-2019  
Andrea Adler  
Core Values 
Awards
The Core Values Award is 

given to employees who best 

exemplify The Foundation 

Schools’ Core Values of 

TWIRL: Teamwork, Work 

Ethic, Integrity, Respect, 

and Leadership which 

guide our work every day. 

Congratulations to this 

year’s winners!

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Bobby Mason is a program assistant at 

the Foundation School of Montgomery 

County. He has an amazing work ethic and 

is always looking for ways to help in all 

areas of the program. He is a team player, is 

always willing to fill in, responds to calls for 

assistance, and is helpful to his co-workers. 

He shows great patience with students and 

treats everyone around him with the utmost 

respect. He has demonstrated leadership by 

taking the initiative to teach newer staff how 

to complete required paperwork. 

LARGO LOWER SCHOOL

Desiree Hawkins has a heart for kids 

that endear her students to her even 

after they have aged out and left her 

classroom. She is a consistent positive 

force with exceptional behavior 

management tactics. Her students 

respect her and learn from her on a 

daily basis. She is dependable and 

always has a positive attitude and a 

welcoming smile. She will always lend 

a hand to a colleague in need and is 

an exemplary team player.  

LARGO HIGH SCHOOL

Ms. Tanequa Lawrence is a huge support to 

our students, who often seek her out in times 

of distress or respond to her redirection after 

others have been unsuccessful. She is one of 

those staff members that can work with our 

most challenging students. Her classroom is 

organized, and she is tremendously helpful 

to the teacher, preparing and administering 

lessons in his absence. She is always smiling 

and encouraging to her fellow staff members. 

Her approach to teamwork is rooted in 

“whatever needs to be done.” 

Core Values Award 
winners (from left) 
Tanequa Lawrence, 
Bobby Mason, and 
Desiree Hawkins 
receive recognition 
at this year’s benefit.



Our School
The Foundation Schools is fully accredited by the Maryland 

State Department of Education and the District of Columbia 

and meets the curriculum requirements of each student’s local 

school system. It takes a talented interdisciplinary team to 

help our students build a road to success. Our staff consists 

of Principals, Vice Principals, Education, Clinical and Behavior 

Directors, Teachers, Therapists, Behavior Specialists, Speech 

and Language and Occupational Therapists, Psychiatrists, 

IEP professionals, Program Assistants, Dedicated Aides, 

Links Program Staff, Career Connections Staff, Admissions 

Coordinators, a Library & Media Center Specialist, and 

Administration Staff.

OUR STAFF
Our dedicated staff is committed to educating students with 

challenges and helping them find success. Our teachers average 

10 years of teaching experience. Over 35% have earned 

master’s degrees, 100% have conditional, standard, or advanced 

certification. 

Our program therapists all hold master’s degrees, are licensed, 

and have an average of 15 years of clinical experience.

On average, 42% of our employees have been with The 

Foundation Schools for five or more years, 30% for 10+ years.

SCHOOL STAFFING FOR 2018-2019

	30	 Special Education Teachers
	30	 Instructional and Program 

Assistants
	 19	 Program Therapists
	 2	 Principals
	 1	 Vice Principal
	 2	 Education Directors
	2.5	 Diagnostic-Prescriptive 

Teachers
	2.5	 IEP Professionals
	 3	 Clinical Directors
	 2	 Psychiatrists (PT)
	 2	 Directors of Behavior 

Management

	 9	 Behavior Specialists
	2.5	 Links Program Staff
	1.5	 Career Connections Staff
	69	 Dedicated Aides
	 4	 Campus Administrative Staff
	 1	 Library & Media Center 

Specialist
	 2	 Admission Coordinators
	 1	 IT Specialist
	 3	 Occupational Therapists (PT)
	 4	 Speech and Language 

Pathologists (PT)

USDA NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race,color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal 
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 
benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 
other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
The Maryland State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry/national 
origin, color, disability, gender identity/expression, marital status, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation in 
matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs and activities and provides equal access to 
the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. For inquiries related to Department policy, please contact: 
Equity Assurance and Compliance Office, Office of the Deputy State Superintendent for Finance and 
Administration, Maryland State Department of Education, 200 W. Baltimore Street - 6th Floor, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21201-2595; 410-767-0426 - voice; 410-767-0431 - fax; 410-333-6442 - TTY/TDD

Administration
The Foundation Schools
1330 McCormick Drive
Largo, MD 20774

301-881-0078
301-881-8515 (fax)

SCHOOLS
THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL 

1330 McCormick Drive
Largo, MD  20774

Grades K-8  
Tori Wilson, M.A., Principal

Grades 9-12  
Ebonye Young, M. Ed., Principal

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

220 Girard Street, Suite 300
Gaithersburg, MD  20877

Grades 1-12  
Tamiko Lobaugh, M.A., Principal

THE FOUNDATION LEARNING CENTER

855 Brightseat Road, Suite 855
Landover, MD 20875

Grades K-8,  
Tikita Williams, M. Ed., Principal

KEY PERSONNEL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Gina James, M.A. 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Amir Malek

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS  
AND DEVELOPMENT

Kelli Kunert, LCSW-C

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Yvette Colvin

DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Michelle Lieberman, PHR, CEBS

DIRECTOR OF  
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Walter Gonzalez

PSYCHIATRISTS 

Caroline Cregan, M.D.
Willie Hamlin, M.D.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT TEAM
COORDINATORS

Kelli Kunert
Adam Schaff

CONTRIBUTORS

Carolyn Bryant
Amir Malek
Barbara Jennai

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


OUR GOAL
To inspire, uplift, and motivate our students to strive for a  

bright future and believe they can achieve their dreams.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to provide a highly specialized educational and 

therapeutic program for students identified with emotional 

disabilities, as well as those with social, emotional and learning 

challenges, preparing them to be lifelong learners.

OUR VISION
All Students Experience Success

OUR CORE VALUES

Teamwork  Work Ethic  Integrity  Respect  Leadership

OUR PLEDGE
I will LEAD by example and WORK hard to achieve my goals. 

I will be a TEAMmate today so that I can be a LEADER tomorrow. 

I will show my own INTEGRITY to earn the RESPECT of others… 

Because these are my CORE VALUES!

foundationschools.org
      facebook.com/FoundationSchools

  @FoundSchoolsMD

EIN: 23-7425256

http://www.foundationschools.org
http://facebook.com/FoundationSchools
https://twitter.com/foundschoolsmd


1330 McCORMICK DRIVE
LARGO, MD 20774
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